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The Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) is the advisory body to the Scottish 
Government and Scottish Ministers on library and information matters. The Council was 
established in 1991 to create an organisation to support and lead strategic development 
for all library and information services in Scotland. SLIC members include local 
authority, higher education, further education organisations, NHS Trust library services 
as well as other specialist library and information organisations, including the National 
Library of Scotland. 
 
SLIC welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Bill. As advisory body for all libraries 
in Scotland, SLIC is pleased that revision of the 1925 legislation is before Parliament to 
bring the governance standards of the National Library of Scotland into line with those 
other NDPBs. This legislation should ensure that NLS is fit for the future. 
 
SLIC will be happy to work with Scottish Government and the National Library of 
Scotland to assist them deliver their functions. It is crucial that NLS is able to add value 
to the library sector in Scotland, without confusion to the library community and the 
general public or through duplication of effort with other bodies. 
 
Overall SLIC feels the Bill provides a platform to deliver, but take this opportunity to 
comment on a few minor aspects of the Bill and its possible implementation.  
 
Section 2  
2 (d) Promotion between, and the adoption and sharing of good practice by other 
persons providing library and information service.  
SLIC is clear that the NLS has a leading partnership role in collaboration in relation to its 
collections and making access to them should be a priority. Scotland has a good track 
record of collaboration, in particular through the work of SLIC and others. For example 
NLS, SCURL (Scottish Confederation of University and Research Libraries) and SLIC 
worked together to develop the Scottish Collections Policy which provides a framework 
for collaborative retention of Scottish Material in the NLS, university and public libraries. 
NLS are also partners in the Digital Access Scotland strategy and memorandum. 
 
SLIC is the advisory and library development body and we would advocate that NLS 
should work with SLIC to ensure that there is not duplication of effort. NLS should 
support libraries in other sectors through easier access to resources and the significant 
expertise it has in preservation, and its knowledge base including the international 
showcasing of its Scottish Collections. In the context of the wider library community – it 
is a relatively small but fundamental part of the landscape. NLS attracted 70000 visits to 
reading room which is a welcome and significant improvement in recent years. In 
comparison, university libraries attracted over 12m visits and public libraries attracted 



28m physical visits, with 11.6m virtual visits and 27.7million issues. NLS should ensure 
that in its implementation of any subsequent act, it recognises this and works in 
partnership with others in the sector. NLS should continue to work with SLIC to 
encourage collaboration, which to deliver joint outcomes is an important part of the 
Public Service Reform agenda.  
 
Section 6 – Faculty  
SLIC supports the reduction in the number of trustees as a whole and those 
representing the Faculty of Advocates and bringing it more into line with modern 
governance practice. In particular, the clarity between operational matters in relation to 
the Faculty of Advocates and their representation on NLS Board as a trustee. 
 
We welcome the operational agreement intended for this relationship, but not having 
seen it would recommend that it should include clear focus on functions in relation to 
bill, arbitration and dispute resolution, timescale and review process. 
 
There may in future be issues around digital licensing which mean that agreements are 
acceptable now but may not for the future. It is crucial that NLS controls acquisition and 
its format, licensing and disposal. The agreement with the Faculty should focus on 
access collections. It should not be based print on which this historic agreement is 
based. 
 
Section 8 – Direction  
There is a delicate balance between accountability, independence and the core 
neutrality and ethical functions of a library. Libraries should be without political control in 
their main functions to provide free access to information. SLIC is pleased that this 
current Bill has taken this on board. SLIC would advise that the power of direction would 
only be used if there was a compelling operational matter requiring Ministerial attention 
and where all other levers of influence had been exhausted and that It would be seen as 
a measure of last resort to ensure that public bodies act effectively and efficiently on an 
operational level. 
 
Schedule  
Membership of NLS  
Lowering the number of trustees is in line with good practice. 
 
From our experience as independent advisory body, which currently has 13 trustee and 
a maximum of 15 who can serve for a maximum of 2 sequential three year terms, 
including the Chair. This does work well works well but a smaller number of trustees can 
lead to difficulties in being quorate and potential issues of transparency and knowledge. 
 
Therefore SLIC is of the view that the lower number suggested is too low and 9 trustees 
might be a better number given the range of NLS stakeholders. 
 
It is also necessary to ensure that trustee recruitment strikes a balance between 
experience and a balance of skills.  



 
Committees  
The Bill recognises that good governance of NLS will require the involvement of a range 
of partners and stakeholders. Implementation of the legislation should ensure that there 
is no duplication from wider library community. 
 
SLIC is the most effective way of ensuring that the functions of the NLS reach the wider 
library community in local government and higher and further education, and to widen 
access.  
 
Procedures  
SLIC is pleased that trusteeship of the NLS appointment of board members by 
advertisement and "fair and transparent process of selection based on merit" is 
welcomed and that it will be agreed by Government. 
 
NLS have an automatic place on the Board of SLIC since its establishment. 
Reciprocation has not been possible due to 1925 governance structure. SLIC believes 
that greater collaboration and co-operation would be enabled through a reciprocal 
agreement for SLIC on the NLS Board, should this not happen by due process.  
 
Charges for access to collections  
SLIC has concerns about the potential impact of any charges on the ability of NLS to 
deliver its core functions. SLIC advises that any proposals for charging need to 
demonstrate that they do not conflict with NLS’ function of making the collections 
accessible to the public and to researchers (section 2). The introduction of any new 
charging regimes should be agreed with the Scottish Government. Scottish Ministers 
should continue to implement a policy of general free access to the national collections.  
 
Digital Legal Deposit  
Whilst the intent of this Bill does not cover legal deposit, SLIC remains concerned that 
the 2003 Act has not been implemented and digital legal deposit giving real cause for 
concern for future collection of Scotland’s culture and heritage, not least given the 
current licensing and copyright challenges which all libraries are facing, It may be that at 
some point in the future consideration may need to be given to this aspect of the 
libraries functions as it relates to UK legislation.  
 
Summary  
The introduction of the Bill is a huge step forward for the NLS, providing focus on 
function and form and whilst a procedural Bill, is important for the library. SLIC looks 
forward to working with Scottish Government and NLS on its implementation.  
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